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NEW GAPBUS

Sadly at the end of summer 2007 we received the news
that it would be uneconomical for usto repair the chassis
of the GAP bus. The decision was made to take it out of
service - this was a huge blow to the work in Heathfield &
Bovey Tracey.

HOWEVER....

at Pete Hurst’s Induction service in Bovey we were ap-
proached by Mel Stride the Prospective Conservative can-
didate for Mid Devon who thought he might be able to
help us. He said he would approach ‘ Stagecoach’ to seeif
they would donate a bus for usto use.

Imagine our delight when we had an email from the local
Area Director saying that they were keen to support the
Teenbridge Project’s work, would loan us a bus on a per-
manent basis, & when it was no longer economical to re-
pair they would take it back & give us another oneto re-
placeit!

Since we took delivery of it we have been working hard to
convert it for use—changing seating patterns, adding
lights, sockets, & ahot drinks bar—making it more suit-
able for our use. We had an interesting time getting it
MOT’d & re classed as no-one was really sure what cate-
gory it should be under, but in the end this was resolved.

We got it back out on the road in February going to King-
steignton, Heathfield & Starcross. so please watch out for
it—& pray for safety for all who useit.

The programme for the GAP bus plans to be Heathfield on
Tuesday evenings, Kingsteignton Tuesday & Friday after

KAP STONE

KAP Stone is an outdoor adventure programme aimed at
13—15 year olds. The aim of the programme isto intro-
duce young people to The Message in an exciting and ad-
venturous way. Activities will include Rock Climbing,
abseiling, Orienteering, Mountain biking, & canoeing.

Passages of the Bible will be hidden at several locations
on Dartmoor for the young people to find. The young peo-
ple will have to work together as ateam & explore waysin

school, Starcross on Thursday evenings & Bovey on Fridays.

We have received some funding from O2 to help equip the
bus with Playstation , mobile DJ decks, Wii & some board
games. Since we have brought it back into action it has been
very well received.

In March we were fortunate to be allocated some funding
from the Community Safety Partnership to take the bus out &
this we have been able to do.

The bus is an amazing tool—but it is only as good as the peo-
ple working on it. The bus may attract the young people but it
is the workers who build up the relationships and the trust that
brings them back week after week.

If we had enough workers we could make use of it at week-
end afternoons and the other days of the week too!!!

Interested? Think you could help? Is God calling you to
thiswork? DON'T HESITATE contact Leon or Peter

which to retrieve them. For example: climb arock face or ab-
seil down a cliff to retrieve the bible verses, once they have
been retrieved the team will then discuss what the verse
means to them & how relevant it isto their lives today.

KAP stone is due to start in June and will run until the end of
the summer holidays.

Please do pray for this new group & that Leon will be given
wisdom in knowing which young people to approach to get
involved. Pray for safety for the group,



‘EXPERIENCE ULTIMATE
REALITY’

This is a new youth event in Teignmouth. It started in
December at Teignmouth Community College & is
aimed at young people 11 years and over.

‘Momentum’ happens every two months usually the first
Saturday night (8 -10pm). At the opening night we had
christian rock band Dweeb headlining & they were very
well received by the 60 or so young people who turned
up. Dweeb were supported by ‘DJ K’ from London. In
addition to the music we also have a tuck shop and a
chill out room with Xboxes, dance mats, & large screen
showing dvds.

Our next event in February was a ‘battle of the bands’
with 4 local bands playing to see who would be

crowned best band by the panel of judges. The music
was loud, professional & to a very high standard.

The April event was a ‘Samba night’ with the TCC
Samba band performing & young people having various
fun activities to do including cracking the Pinatas, apple
bobbing, doughnut eating & a chill eating competition.
The latter being for volunteers only!

Great fun was had by all who attended

Our next event will be in June—with live band and
Christian Surfers watch out for flyers, posters for more
information.

To find out more information about Momentum, you can
contact Peter Twigg or email Dave Longman via
davidlongman@btinternet.com

“STREETREACH”- in many ways the “cutting edge” of our work

Bovey Tracey
The work has moved onto the steps in front of the

church. This has long been a favourite meeting point for

the young people in Bovey. They have really welcomed
us into “their space” and are very grateful for the con-
tinuing donations of drinks and biscuits from the local
churches.

Members of St. Peter, Paul and Thomas church made a
giant “Jenga” which they then presented to the young
people who proceeded to have great fun with it! This will
now become a popular feature, along with the basketball
hoop which we set up in the nearby public car park.
New volunteers coming forward now means that we are
up to strength in Bovey and will be able to do a combi-
nation of “static” and “roving” work, reaching many more
young people in the process.

Heathfield

In Heathfield, the Streetreach work has continued on a

Tuesday night without the bus. Despite this we regularly
see between 20 and 30
young people of all ages.
They often have a game of
football in between consum-
ing vast amounts of hot
chocolate, soup and bis-

At Heathfield
Streetreach, one of our
“regulars” said, “You're

cuits! like family”.

Now we have the bus back that says it all!

it is much better to make

contact with the young peo-

ple and offer them activities.

It's also good to have the support of the local police, and
PCSOs Jon Sims and Paul Wilson, who regularly have a

hot chocolate with us at our Streetreach sessions.

SCHOOLSWORK and CHURCH YOUTH GROUPS

On the schools front,

Lots of work is done within local schools—we offer In-
dependent listening to pupils in Trinity school &
Ratcliffe School. Both schools have a Boarding ele-
ment & examples of items shared include—family
breakdowns, worries & concerns about family relation-
ships, anxiety about exams & future education, and
pressures in schools.

It's a real privilege to ‘listen’ as the pupils share their
concerns & then ask them some helpful questions
about how to move forward & what could be done to
help the situation. The more we work with young peo-
ple the more we realise they need someone to listen to

them & to be there for them.

We also offer RE lessons & this term have done a series
on the death & resurrection of Jesus at TCC. It was a privi-
lege to work with young people & explore why Jesus died
& if He really rose again. There were some very challeng-
ing questions from the pupils as they considered the
claims of the Bible.

We have also just completed another series from the
Scripture Union ‘Fit4Life’ course which was well received &
we added pupils to the group as we went on. It is a joy to
share what the Bible says on matters such as money, am-
bition, self esteem, God, disability.



CU @ Teign School

Leon has been supporting the Christian Union at Teign
school for the past few months. Whilst there he has in-
troduced a fortnightly series using the NOOMA dvds.
These dvds are challenging to the normal ideas of what it
is like to be a Christian.

Each dvd covers a different theme & so far the young
people have looked at: depending on God, Storms in our
lives, Love, Unwanted Baggage, Judging others, Noise &
Hearing God, and What makes us angry?

Following the dvd Leon has led a discussion on the topic.
This format is working as more young

people are attending the CU than

were before.

Pleases continue to pray for the CU

Rock Solid, the YFC 16 week programme for 11 — 14
year olds was launched in December and has already
seen between 7 and 10 young people attending. A
committed cell group is forming and they are taking
part in all of the activities. The young people are open
to hearing about the good news of Jesus.

In the Rock Solid group the activities are fun, fast mov-
ing and each night has a relevant theme that the activi-
ties revolve around.

We took the group to Haven Banks Outdoor Education
Centre & bowling in the February Half term. The
youngsters were able to have a go at canoeing & on
the climbing wall—the first time many of them had
done anything like that.

Pete Hurst

Sadly Pete Hurst left our employment at the end of
March. In his time with us he did a lot of work building
up relationships with youth organisations in Bovey
Tracey especially the Youth Café. His musical skills
were well received & he worked well with the Boys Bri-
gade & helped a couple of boys to compose a Christ-
mas Carol. He also organised a Carol singing session at
Heathfield.

Pete had started to develop a Mentoring service for pu-
pils at South Dartmoor School.

We thank Pete for all he has done & wish him God’s
blessings in the future.

Chillax @TCC

Chillax is so named because we
want it to be a place for young peo-
ple to ‘chill out & relax’ within the
school day.

Chillax is a new venture between
ourselves & Teignmouth Baptist
Church—& we wanted it to be a bit
different to the normal CUs ( Chris-
tian Union).

So far in addition to cakes, biscuits, drinks we have
tended to engage with the young people in whose
class we meet. We usually have Christian dvd play-
ing in the background, a game or two to play &
plenty of opportunity for discussions to break down
stereotypes of what young people think Christians
are, as well as what a Christian is. We want the
whole thing to be young person led & so we want to
support the Christian young people in organising &
arranging the lunchtimes & Jamie Redfern & Peter
Twigg being the responsible adults!!

Thought provoking
dvds from Rob Bell

As we near the end of this first Rock Solid group we are
looking to start a RS2 group soon. This group will meet
as a new youth group at KCBC.

Please pray for the young people as they continue to ex-
plore the Christian faith, the claims of Jesus, & what it all
means for them.

Just to show how the Teen bridge works. One girl we met
on Streetreach started asking lots of questions about
Christianity, she joined the Rock Solid group several
weeks later she started her journey of faith & is now plan-
ning to attend RS2, as well as church.

| would like to thank Emily, Rupert and Helen for their out-
standing support, energy and enthusiasm with Rock Solid.
& making it the success it is.

Legacies

Would you like to help us work with young people in
the Teignbridge area to reach their full potential in
Jesus?

Well by including the Teenbridge Project in your will you
will be able to.

Whilst many people support us in our work in many dif-
ferent ways through out their lives many more would
also be able to make a donation to our work in their will.

For further information please email us



RECYCLING & RAISING FUNDS.—good for
the planet & good for ustoo!

If you have any old printer ink cartridges & you
don’t know what to do with them—pass them to us

www.teenbridge.org.uk & we can recycle them & raise funds too.

info@teenbridge.org.uk
Charity Number 1100597 Also if you have an old mobile phone—we can re-

cycle & raise funds from those too. Email us for
more information.

-

everyclick.com
If you register on everyclick.com & register Teenbridge
Project as your chosen charity using our charity Number
1100597—this enables us to receive money from every-
click.com. They donate 50% of their profits each month to
charity—the amount we receive depend upon the number
of supporters we have & how often they use everyclick.
com as their search engine. So the more supporters we
have the more funds we raise & it doesn’'t cost you a
penny!!!

HOT CHOCS & SQUASH
Thank you to all who continuously give
us hot choc or soups—they are greatly
appreciated & are a great way to break
down barriers, & get to know/alongside
young people.

Forthcoming Fundraising events:

As we move towards summer we also
tend to get through a lot of dilutable
squash so if you want to have a break
from buying soups you can always buy
some squash your support would be ap-
preciated.

Garden Party Saturday 12th July
Quiz night in September

Charity Ball in November
Christmas craft fair in December

Street
based
youth work

Activity
based
youth work

After school
clubs

Lunchtime

clubs X

Sports Contact

nights
Peter 07971 438322

Training will be given Leon (K’ton) 07964 419693

Police checks will be done



